* i N . — 
N b A 1 2 * a > by a * * * - - * F * 
* Y þ , 
- F » HF R 8 Fo 
[| a _ * _ * 
{ = * — y 
» * k * y * - x 
C * " 


1 . TG : 2 * * . - = 
1 - * ! i # . * 3 
En « x + * a 
3 ' 1 b * 
A r 8 : 
* - : * 
* S PS... 4 - , 2 N 7 
6 8 F ”- 
© „ 

, x R . . 

. f ; b | 
o * ; * = \ - > _ 
$7 * * of 
a 6 . 


_ 4 

BECOMING BEHAVIOUR 
3 - 

RELIGIOUS ASSEMBLIES. 

227 DELIVERED | | 

: On SUN D AY EVENI N 6, | 

; CC 


. AT THE 


* 


MEETING. HOUSE 


- 


- As 


— 


$ 


4 
* 1 
5 1 * " x N 

71 l p * 

5 73 1 
* % . I N . 

: N A <6 ** 
* ; p ; 5 
. 


8 
PASTOR OF THE CONGREGATION, 


4 0 
8 8 * 


— K 1 9 * * * 


7 8 5 cel. 


* — 0 — — — 


He Nuge ſeris ducent! 


N 


Printed NM. DCC.LXXVI. 


. 


* * 2 07 - 


* - * 


Sr. ANDREW's, CAMBRIDGE, 


4 — 8 - _ A 4 7 
PPPè . » ˙wAAA ˙ ] 2 ˙ nr ores > 


** 


* « 
4 * 


1 
7 
e 


* 
R 


n 


8 . 
8 of ISI . 


Bs 
1 


1 


2 


5 


— 


N 


* 
> 


* JA 
* 7 
* d 
— 
=» 8 
» 8 
6 
5 
. 
* 
a = 


— 
- 
F 
, 
„ 
5 
. 
* 
2 . ' 
* 
— 19 4 
Fa * 
— a 
4 
N e ts 
. oY - 
1 * „ 
- 
* - 
* * Lou - go 
— * — 
— 
% «> 4 


C Wo tn wt WESC AL SY ET OO WW EEO Oo) ,,,, 


[ 
V 
LY 
* 
Fi - 
> % 
> 
1 
. 
7 
eo 
- 
« 
„ 
4 
- 4 
\ > * 
* 
1 
7 
* 
* 
F 
6 
5 
& 
- 
- 
7 
— 


a 
R r 


ADVERTISEM E NT. 


NDEVOTION and irreverence in 
places of public worſhip have always 
been complained of in univerſity towns, 
and though Cambridge is on many ac- 
counts the moſt unexceptionable of all 
ſeminaries of learning, yet even this fa- 
mous Academy has been culpable, and 
is not at preſent entirely free from blame. 
Moſt graduates in the univerſity either 
confine themſelves to their own college 
chapels, or behave with propriety when 
they attend the public places of devotion 
in the town: but ſome undergraduates, 
who go to the univerſity as void of man- 
ners as of religious principle, unac- 
quainted with the laws of the land, and 
the ſtatutes of the univerſity, inattentive 
to the examples of their agel ern the 
propriety of their own characters, and 
the miſerable influence, that their irre- 
verence has on the common people, elude 
the vigilance of their tutors, and wander 
into places of worſhip, as their own term 
is, merely for a lounge. The diſſenters 
come in for a ſhare of their viſits, and 
A2 though 
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though cuſtom ſoon. produces in their 


miniſters a uſeful inſenſibility to ſuch 
viſitants, yet the people, and particular- 
ly the fair ſex, are frequently interrupt- 


ed in their devotion. 


Many attempts have been made to re- 
form this abuſe ; there 1s an old univer- 
ſity ſtatute, which forbids hemming, hawk- 
ng, and hitting, during the time of di- 


vine ſervice; there 1s a ſtatute of Charles 
II. prohibiting the reading of ſermons, and 


the uſe of notes, and requiring preachers 
to ſpeak extempore, for the greater ſolem- 
nity of public worſhip ;' and there was a 
ef preacher, who a few years ago 
arply 1 the practice of ſcraping 
eet in the gallery of the uni- 
verſity-church, (which was done when 
the ſermon was diſliked.) in a diſcourſe 
from Eccl. v. 1. Sometimes the Proctors 
attend, and puniſh delinquents, and ſuc- 
ceſſive Vice-chancellors, and Heads of 
houſes, have always expreſſed their ab- 
horrence of irreverence, and diſcovered 
the utmoſt readineſs to ſuppreſs it. 
oe * diſſenting miniſters in 
Cambridge, it ſeems, have never met 
with any perſonal affront: but on the 
contrary have been always treated with 


the utmoſt civility by the univerſity; how- 


ever, it happens in their congregations, 
as it does in the churches, the unthink- 


ing 


4 


(Cv)! 


= ing vivacity of 2 ſometimes diſturbs 


the people, and particularly at evening 
lectures. Such an interruption, continued 
for three or four evenings, gave occaſion 
to the following diſcourſe. _ _. 
A lady, who was preſent at the time, 
and who was particularly pleaſed with 
the effect, which it ſeemed to produce 
on a great number of gownſmen, who 
heard it, aſked Mr. Robinſon to favour 
her with a copy of it. As he never ules 
notes in preaching, he wrote the ſermon 
from his memory, as nearly as he could 
recollect it, and many who had heard it, 
and who have ſince read it, think it is 
written exactly as it was preached, Of 
this lady I obtained a copy; others alſo 
procured copies; at length they were ſo 
multiplied, and ſo ae. ak that, hav- 
ing certain intelligence of a deſign to 
print it, I thought it my duty to inform 
Mr. Robinſon, and to entreat his permiſ- 
fon to print it from this, which he had 
read, and had acknowledged a true copy. 
Mr. Robinſon's anſwer is in theſe 
words :——** As to the ſermon, I own, I 
* am ſtill at a loſs to know, what can 
* make people ſo eager to tranſcribe 
* it. A man ſhould be upon the ſpot 
eto be reconciled to ſuch a ſermon as 


E 


* this. Local circumſtances may make 
6 C 


© that proper, which muſt appear extra- 
1 e vagant 


* — — — "hs 
r e 


(vi) 


vagant in the abſence of them. How- 


ever, you know the: deference I pay 
to your judgment, and you ſhall K] 
alſo two things, that give your judg- 


ment in this caſe an abſolute ſway. 


I perceive firſt that I have no choice, 


the ſermon will be printed, whether I 
will or not, as three letters from diſtant 
counties by laſt polt aſſure me. And 


farther, my friend Martin has aſſured 
me that he had ſeen a vile mutilated 
interpolated copy. Now I do think, 
quaint as the ſermon is, it may be 


made more ſo, and I dare ſay you 
would give me a grave lecture on 


prudence, ſhould I burden myſelf 


with any body's nonſenſe beſide my 
own. I call the laſt part nonſenſe, 


for ſuch it muſt appear to thoſe, who 
do not know the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth. I 


agree then on three conditions. Firſt, 
that you do not publrſh it. Next, that 


you do not alter it, no not for the 


better, for it would not be fair. And 
laſtly, that in the advertiſement, 
which you intend to prefix, you lay 
aſide your partiality for me, and your 
opinion of the ſermon, and narrate 


only what we have talked over on 


the occaſion of preaching At. vou 


know the obligations I have fo ſome, 
T _ | : | h 66 the 


vii 
© the intimacy with more, and the re- 


* 


5 ſpect for all the members of this uni- 
verſity, and, conſequently; what pain 
it would give me to give them any 
* juſt ground of offence. To avoid 
that I conſent. to print the real ſer- 
4 mn. „ | 

I have printed the ſermon on the 
terms preſcribed me by my friend, 
and I dare ay no. gentleman who reads 
it will make an 1mproper ule of it. 


Tur EDITOR. 


Los dor, May 16, 1776. 
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BECOMING BEHAVIOUR 
1 N 
RELIGIOUS ASSEMBLIES, 


i Tut. ili. 14, 1g. 

Theſe things I write unto thee . . . that thou mayeſt 
know how thou oughteſt ta behave thyſelf in the houſe = 
of God, which is the church of the living God, tht © 
pillar, and ground of the truth, | ; ” 


Mo riot imagine, my brethren, that T ani going 

to affront- your good ſenſe by attempting to 
give you rules of behaviour at meeting. If your 
parents have omitted this neceſſary part of your 
education; If your maſters and tutors have given 
you no tuition on this head; If you have had ho 
opportunity of forming your deportment by a gen- 
teel acquaintance in the world; If you be ſtrangers. 
to that hene volente, which never behaves itſelf un- 
ſeemiy; If you have enjoyed none of theſe advan- 
tages, you are, however, in poſſeſſion of one, of 
which common: ſenſe will avail itſelf; that is, the 
E B vs | conſtant 


te 3 
conſtant attendance of ſeveral members of this uni- 
verſity, whoſe preſence, in your religious aſſemblies, 
is a proof of their emden and a pattern for your 
behaviour. 

Sons of the firſt a in the kinkdom, they 
are polite from the womb. Deſigned for the firit 
offices in the church, they are virtuous by pro- 
feſfion. Enriched with a variety of knowledge, 
particularly with that, which relates to the govern- 


ment of mankind, they know the value of religious 


worſhip, to the happineſs of an individual, to the 


order of a family, to the government of a ſtate, to 


the glory of God, and to the univerſal happineſs 
of mankind. In them you have an example how 
you ought to behave yourſelves in the church of God; 
and ſhould there be one of this number, who ſhould 
deadly or deſignedly behave ill at public wor- 

ip, his rudeneſs, "fo contrary to the public 'expec- 
tation, and to his own profeſſion, could not fail of 
operating as an antidote on you. Let us then for 
the preſent wave this part of the ſubject, and, 
ſhould it appear en let us return to it by 
and by. 

This epiſtle was written by the great S. Paul, in 
favour of a young miniſter, whoſe family he knew, 
whoſe abilities he admired; for whoſe uſefulneſs he 


' moſt ardently prayed, for whom, i in æ word, he en- 


tertained the moſt cordial reſpect. The good 
apoſtle, like a kind father, contemplates every thing, 


that could profit his /ox Timothy, (as he calls him.) 


and condeſcends to direct his moſt minute affairs. 

deemingly of a delicate conſtitution, ſubject to fre- 
quent infirmities, he is adviſed to a ſingular regi- 
men; 4. little wine, and a deal of epiſcopal labour. 
In public he was to preach the word, and to be in- 
ant i in. ſeaſon. and out of ſeaſon. In private he was 
to Pay: altendance to reading, to n on the ſeveral 
wat Way | branches 


« 'Þ 5 


txt 
branches of theology, to give himſelf wholly to them. 
He was to conſider firſt what S. Paul ſaid, that is to 
ſay, revealed truth, and then, the apoſtle prays, 
the Lord give thee underſtanding in all things; as if he 
had ſaid, May you be, if there can be ſuch a perſon; 
an univerſal ſcholar! for all knowledge may ſub- 
ſerve the goſpel of Chriſt. - But, as if all the fineſt 
natural and acquired abilities, as if all the accom- 
pliſhments of nature and grace, as if all the miras 
culous gifts of the Holy Ghoſt were nothing, un- 
leſs they tended to the good of ſociety, the apoſtle 
adds, I write theſe things that thou mayeſt know how 
thou oughteſt t6 behave thyſelf in the church of the liv- 
ing God, the piller and ground of the truth. | 
Does not S. Paul here prove himſelf a perfect judge 
of mankind? He knew, that miraculous gifts void 
of popular evidence could anſwer no valuable end 
to the bulk of mankind ; he knew, that they, who 
could not follow a train of reaſoning, could, how- 
ever, judge of a man's deportment; and, from his 
imitatiqh of the deity, would infer that his miſſion 
was divine; he knew, that a mere ſcholar was an 
_ uſeleſs animal, whom the populace would condemn 
to moulder away in a college-apartment, the world 
a ſpeculation to him, and he a ſpectacle to the 
world; he knew, that the happineſs of ſociety did 
not depend on an arrangement of words: but on a4 
mutual interchange of kind offices; he knew the 
power of example, and, therefore, exhorted Timo- 
thy to be an example of the believers in word, in beha- 
viour, in charity, in 15 in truth, in purity. Hap- 
py the people whoſe 
pel on their hearts! „ 
The importance of the behaviour recommended 
in the text will be a ſufficient reaſon for avoiding 
all the litigations, for which this and the following 
verſe have given occaſion, To this behaviour let us 
"WORN B 2 | wholly 


paſtors thus impreſs the goſ- 
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wholly attend, and, without pretending to pro- 
ſcribe rules for it, let us only remark, that every 


idea in the text juſtifies and enforces a decent de- 


portment in places of religious worſhip; and each 
may ſerve alſo to confound a contrary conduct. 

Behave well in the houſe of God, becauſe it is 
a church. 3 

Behave well, becauſe it is the church of the liv- 
ing God. 

Behave well, becauſe it is the pillar and ground, 


that is, the ſeat, or reſidence of truth. 


Behave well becauſe you are in @ church. The 


word church, you know, is ſometimes uſed indeter- 
minately for any aſſembly, even for a riotous one, 
Thus in Acts xix. 32. The church, or the aſſembly 


was confuſed. Sometimes it is put for an aſſembly 
met for the worſhip of God, as in Philemon 2d. 
Paul to the church in thy houſes, and ſometimes, in a 
more confined ſenſe ſtill, for that part of the wor- 
ſhippers only, which evorſhip God in ſpirit and truth. 
Now take the word in which ſenſe you will, and 
you will allow, that a decent behaviour in ſuch an 
aſſembly always becomes the man, and the chriſtian, 
and above all the miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Suppoſe, in the firſt place, a confuſed aſſembly of | 
ignorant people met for as abſurd a purpoſe as the 
worſhip of Diana. This aſſembly is either allowed, 
or diſallowed, by the ſtare. If diſallowed, the cog- 
nizance of ſuch an affair belongs only to the ma- 


giſtrates, the guardians of public peace and order, 


If allowed, the diftufbing of ſuch an aſſembly is an 


inſult on $9 overnment. But, excluſively of both 
d 


theſe con erations, what would a man of ſenſe 
and religion do in ſuch an aſſembly? Touched 
with 4 feeling of his brethren's infirmities, he 
would ſigh for the depravity of human nature; 


he Wruld pity and pray for the deluded people; he 


would 


CH, 


would exhort by the meekneſs and gentleneſs of Chrift 
but he would never think of inſulting them. To 
exaſperate is not the way to convert. The Epi 
reans and Stoics, indeed, nick- named S. Paul. They 
called that maſter of addreſs a babler : but did that 


great man imitate ſo mean a conduct? On the con- 
trary, though nothing could be more abſurd than 


the Athenian ſuperſtition, though S. Paul was juſtly 


offended with it, yet he began his diſcourſe with a a 


title, of which they were not a little proud, ye men 
of Athens; and all his addreſs to them 1s a pattern 
of good manners as well as of true religion, Peo- 
ple may be extremely ignorant of religion, and yet 
reſpectable members of Hociety. "Their birth, their 


rank, their human literature, their fortune, their 


offices, all theſe, with a thouſand other things, claim 
reſpect, although none may be due to them on 


a religious account, Behave well then in every. 


aſſembly. 

Suppoſe again an aſſembly met For the wonſbiß of 
Cod. Is it not the height of brutality to behave 
ill to ſuch people? There is a God, That God is 
to be worſhipped, are two truths, which all, but 
here and there an abandoned libertine, confeſs. 

The ſear of true religion is the heart, and to love 
God is that religion. The various modes and 
forms of worſhip are only different expreſſions of 
that love. If men expreſs their veneration for the 
deity in ſuch a way, as appears to them moſt agree- 
able to him, God, no doubt, accepts ſuch worthip- 
pers; and will you curſe whom Cod hath bleſſed? To 
miſtake or not to miſtake, in the mode, 1s nothing 
to the purpoſe; the form choſen by the aſſembly in 
queſtion ought to be ſuppoſed to be matter of con- 


ſcience to them; and Church and State unite in 


protecting honeſt, — PI conſciences. 
* 
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They are right, heaven protects them, and pro 
claims, In the integrity of your hearts, ye have done "if | 

An aſſembly convened to pay that juſt homage 
to God, which reaſon and revelation claim, is the 
moſt venerable ſight in the world; as far ſuperior to 
a circle of literati met to inveſtigate a ſcience; as 
far ſuperior to an army aſſembled to protect civil 
rights; as far ſuperior to a ſenate convened to con- 
duct a nation; as the honour of God is above the 


intereſts of men. If it be criminal to diſconcert the 


| laſt, what will you call the madneſs that diſturbs 
the firſt ? 4 

Worſhippers of the God of the whole earth! peace 
be with you! Stand ſtill and conſider the cwondrolis 
works of Ged. Who laid the foundations of the earth, 


or who ſtretched the line upon it? Who ſhut up the ſea 


with doors, and ſaid, Hitherto fhalt thou come, but no far- 
ther? Wha cauſed the day-ſpring to know his place: ? Who 
provided for the raven his food? Who hath given un- 
derſtanding to the heart ? Who increaſeth the nations 
and deſtreyeth them again? In whoſe hand is the ſoul 
of. every living thing and the breath of all mankind? 
Incomparable mulotty | ! theſe are parts of thy ways ! 
but what art thou? Yerily thou art à God, that hideſt 
thyſelf ! thine infinite excellency hid thee from the 
keeneſt penetration of reaſon for ages: but thy ſon 
hath revealed thee in the church, revealed thee to the 
faith of the meaneft worſhipper; and in thy temple 


* deth every man now ſpeak of thy glory, Immortal 
| God! may thy peace be with all, who aſſemble to 
ſtudy thy nature, to admire thy government, to ce- 


lebrate the praiſe of thy grace. Let neither igno- 
rance nor impudence diſturb thy worſhip. 
When Balaam from the top of a mountain ſur- 


veyed the Jewiſh church; when he ſaw the order of 


the camp, and the employments of the people; when 
he ſaw their altars ſmoaking, and their prieſts wor- 


ſhipping, 


F 

ſhipping, baſe as he was, he was ſtruck with the 
fight, and could not help excldiming, How godly are 
thy tents, O Jacob! In this the ſordid prophet is 
worthy of imitation. Thus let us ſurvey a chriſtian 
aſſembly. Here ſtands an orphan, who, by the loſs 
of his parents, 1s deprived of every earthly reſource; 
he has heard, that in God be fatherleſs findeth mercy, 
to ſollicit this mercy is his errand here. There ſits 
a diſtreſſed widow, whoſe guardian-angel is fled, 
whoſe handful of meal the creditor is come to ſeize; 
her lovely hungry babes around her excite freſh 
grief; even now, inſenſible of their loſs, they aſk 
her to ſave the corner of the pew for their father. 
Alas! let her alone, her ſoul is troubled in her; 
the is meditating on that ſaying, à father of the fa- 
 therleſs, a. judge of the widow is God in bis holy habi- 
ration. She is now going to caſt her. care upon God. 
Yonder comes, with ſlow and weary ſteps, a publi- 
can, Poor man! his whole life till lately was ſpent 
without God. in the world; a fever took him, he had 
time to meditate, and he found himſelf without 
Chriſt and without hope. Alarmed at his dangerous 


ſtate, he is coming to the throne of grace, to obtain 


mercy, and find grace 2 to help him in time of need. All 
along he meditates his own miſery and God's mercy, 
and all along determines to ſtand in the aile and ſay, 
God be merciful to me a ſinner. One loaded with mer- 
cies comes to praiſe; another preſſed with infirmi- 
ties comes to pray. Perhaps the abundance of 
your troubles may divert. the attention of ſome of 
you from the leſs | important decorum of exterior ex- 
actneſs; perhaps it may even betray you into ſome 
aukward geſtures : but this indecorum does not 
ſignify, every man of ſenſe will conſider the inte- 
ority of your hearts, and overlook your external 
expreſſion. The beſt-bred nobleman for the ſame 
er would 1 the honeſt but aukward grati- 


tude 


( \ 8 * 8 
tude of a poor tenant. God himſelf looketh not on the 
outward appearance! but on the heart. Yes | you 
have well done to come and commit your way unto 
God! Come in, ye bleſſed of the Lord. Come, pour ont 
(8 your hearts before him, he is God at hand; this is his 
8 memorial for all generations. Should a Balaam behold, 
iy even a Balaam would exclaim, He refteth as an old 
5 lion, who ſhall. ſtir him up? bleſſed is he that bleſſeb 
i thee, and curſed is he that curſeth thee! 

Suppoſe yet farther, an aſſembly of people whoſe 
names are written in heaven, a church of the firſt-born, 
worſhipping God in ſpirit and in truth, Glorious 
aſſembly ! Elect according to the foreknowledge of God 
the father, through ſanctiſication of the ſpirit unta obe- 
dience, and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, 
Every voice ought to cry, Grace be to you and peace 
be multiplied! You are the ſalt of the earth, the light 

of the world, the Lots, who weep for the abomi- 
nations of our Sodom; for our pride, fulneſs of bread 
and abundance of idleneſs.. You are the Noahs, the 
Daniels, the Jobs, for whoſe ſakes our /ons and 
1 daughters are delivered. Servants of the moſt high God! 
who ſhew unto us the way of Salvation, he that taucheth 
| you, tourheth the apple of God's eye. If you be diſ- 
| erſed among all ſects and parties, for your ſakes 
{hall all ſects and parties eroy their ſabbaths. I re- 
membyr wao hath ſaid, 1: were better for you that 4 
| | millſione were hanged about your neck, and you caſt into 
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the ſea, than that you offend one of theſe. Yes! my re- 
deemer | I remember this, and I remember allo the 
ingratitude of thoſe, who one hour ſaid, Sing us one 
of the ſongs of Sion; and the next cried, Raſe it, raſe 
it, even to the foundation thereof. Chriſtians! be deaf 
to the ſenſeleſs noiſe of perſecutors, and liſten: 
| rather to that voice, which cries, The Lord is thy 
keeper ;, the Lad is thy ſhade upon thy right band. 
Aſſemble where you will, in the 3 ca- 
9 | thedral 4 
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thedral, or in the country barn; where tee. or three 


of you are, there is Chriſt. in the midſt of you, Aſ⸗- 
{emble chen you will, in ſeaſon, or oul of ſeaſon, 
early. in the morning, as the people: to hear Jeſus 
in the temple; or late at nights as the multitude 
to hear Paul at Troas; it is (as the eſtabliſhed 
ſervice hath it.) very meet, right, and your boungen 
duty, at all times, and in all places, to give thanks 10 
Jour Holy father, the almighty and everlaſting- God. 
Strictly ſpeaking, the reſpect, that men owe each 
other, is more founded on their nature than on any 
other. conſideration. He, therefore, who would not 


diſturb an aſſembly of noblemen in divine worſhip, 


ought not to diſturb an aſſembly of poor men. Yea, 
the religious rights of the laſt are, in ſome ſenſe, 
more ſacred than thoſe of the firſt. The comforts, 
which they enjoy in religious exerciſes, are all the 
conſolations, that ſome people have. Hunger, 
nakedneſs, poverty, ftraitneſs in all their gates, are 
all they have elſewhere. Here, in the houſe, of 
God only, do they ſing and forget their poverty, and 
remember their miſery no more. Do you, who roll in 
plenty, who have more than heart cen wiſh, do you 

grudge your poor brethren this, their only pleaſure? 

Cruel as Egyptian taſk-maſters, do you not only op- 


preſs them in an iron furnace at home: but do you 
refuſe. to grant them the modeſt requelt of going 
into the wilderneſs to meet their God? O inſuffer- 


able tyrants! when they ſet out, do you, like 
Pharaoh, ſay, We will purſue, and overtake ? Why, 
this is like taking away the poor man's little exve- 
lamb, which drank of his cup, and lay in his boſon, 
and which appeared ſo criminal to David, that he 


declared, Ihe man, that hath done this, ſhall ſurely die. 


I be two ceremonies of waſhing and changing 


their garments, when they approached divine wor- 
A Aiſa are ena to be found in all ancient religions; 
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in the various modes of pagan worſhip, as well as 
in the Jewiſh ritual, Indeed, a little common 
ſenſe, without revelation, is enough to convince 
people, that the ſpirit of the world has nothing to 
do in Public worſhip. We may therefore believe 
with S. Paul, even independent on his authority, 
that behave well in a public afſembly is one of 
the firſt and plaineſt commands, neither hard ta 
diſcover, nor irrational to obey. 

Let us pals to the ſecond article. The aſſembly 
in queſtion is the church of the living God. A 
ſtronger reaſon till for good behaviour. A con- 
gregation aſſembling to worſhip God in Chriſt doth 
neither aſſemble againſt his known and expreſs will, 
as all aſſemblies for immoral purpoſes do; nor are 


they aſſembled merely for convenience, as people 


in places of traffic are z nor are they aſſembled on 
principles of ſelf-intereſt, as civil ſtates are ; leaſt 
of all can it be ſuppoſed, that a blind chance col- 


| lets them together: but they aſſemble by the ex- 


preſs command and direction of the eternal and 
only wiſe Ged. When the prophets foretell the 
eſtabliſhment of divine worſhip in the heathen 


world, they ſay, The Lord ſhall call à nation; God 


ſhall perſuade Japhet to dwell in the tents of Shem. 


The apoſtles, therefore, name the primitive 
churches be called in Chriſt Jeſus. © Very properly 


then did S. Paul ſay to the Theſſalonians, God'hath 


not called us to uncleanneſs, but to holineſs 5 and very 


juſtly did he infer, He therefore, that deſprſeth, de- 
ſpiſeth not man, but God. 

Not only does the church aſſemble by um 
authority: but alſo every part of their worſhip is 
preſcribed by the living God. Do they ſing? they 


have the example of Chriſt, and his command by 
the apoſtles for their practice. Do they pray ? 
| they 10 — to make ſupplications, prayers, in- 


terceſſions, 


TP... 
tercoſſons; and giving of thanks for all men; for ibis 


they ,are told, is good and acceptable in the fight of 


God their Saviour. Is the word of God preached? 
their miniſters are gcommanded to preach, and they 
are ordered to tnke heed how they hear; to which an 
apoſtle adds, Let the word of Chriſt dwell in you 
richly in all wiſdom. All theſe exerciſes proceed 
from the regal authority of the ſon of God. They 
are the laws of his kingdom, and theſe are his of- 
ficers and ſubjects executing them. Are the am- 
baſſadors of an earthly prince ſacred? Are the 


meaneſt officers of a ſtate venerable for their office- 


jake? And ſhall not the church of the living God 
be unmoleſted, while building a tabernacle accord- 
ing to the pattern given on "the mount ? When 
Jacob foreſaw the ſcepter in the hand of chis de- 
ſcendant of Judah; when he foreſaw the equity of 


his government, and the authority, which ſupported 


it, he abhorred a diſturber, and cried,. Judah is @ 
lion's wheip, be ftooped down, he couched as a- lion, 
and as an old lion, "who fball rouſe him up ? Is there 


not iniquity enough in abſtaining from theſe exer⸗ 


ciſes yourſelves? Will you go yet farther, and 


raffront the Lord by diſturbing thoſe, who do wor- 
ſſmip him? Anſwer this an, queſtion, Why 


perſecuteſt thou me? 


There 1s a nobler ſenſe ye yet in which the church 


is the church of the living God. A chriſtian church 
is not only a part of his empire: but it is his pa- 


lace alſo, It is /be houſe of God, the family in Which 
he dwells... We know in general ſo little of the 
nature of ſpirits, and, in particular, ſo little of the 


ſupreme Spirit, that we muſt be content to enjoy 


without attempting to explain this excellent pro- 
miſe, I vill dwell in you, and walk in you, I will be 


pour God, and you ſhall be my people. When a foul 
meditotes on God, it * * * and 1 in the 
in C * 
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of ſuch a bleſſing 


Cold h 
| Janttuary, it taftes a loving-kinanejs better than life, 
it is. ſatrsfed as with marrow and faineſs, it exclaims, 
His ſtrength indeed is in the: clouds, but his excellency 
73 puer Ifrael. Full of a ſenſe of his favour ; afraid 
of arouſing his diſpleaſure ; ſuch a perſon. prays, 
Scatter them, that delight in war; Rebuke the multi- 
tude of fierce bulls, whoſe cruelty, with the calves of 
the: people, whoſe folly, would deprive the <hurch 
as the preſence of Gd. 

In God's immediate preſence; while his ſervants 
are doing his will on earth as it is done in heaven; 
while they act under his authority, and endeavour 
to diſplay his glory; who but would ſay, I alſo 
will ing of mercy and judgment; 1 alſo will behave 
myſelf wiſely in a perfeti way; I hate the wotk of 
them,” that turn qſide, 1 will not Know 4 wicked e 

2? . 
a Finally, Behave well.in \ als houſe of God, be- 
cauſe it is the ſeat of truth. This can neither be 
ſaid of the world; of the ſchools of philoſophers ; 


of e e AT of idols; nor of the Moſaic ceco- 


Shadows in the temple of Solomon; blaſ- 
wand © in the temples of idols; vanity in the ſchools 
of ſcience; treachery in the world ; to whom, then, 


Lord, ſhall we go? thou haſt the words of eternal life. 


Truth is in the church as the church is oppoſed. 
to the world. All, that the world propoſes, is ſum- 
med up in three words; honour, pleafure, profit. 
What falſhood often in the odiefiat — ſtill, 
what falſhood in the means of obtaining them 
The church only is the feat of rational pleaſure, 
real honour, eternal gain. They invent in the 
world hi Founding titles, great ſwelling words of 
vanity, they deck themſelves with — and call 
the fantaſtic aſſemblage honour. They eat, they 


drink, they buy with ſubtilty, they ſell with trea- 


. they y, ey give in marriage, they 
2 


( WY 
vainly boalt of themſelves, they cruelly ſlander 
—_—_ and they call it pleaſure, They loſe im- 
mortal happineſs to procure a preſent ſum, 
and they agree to call it gain. And fo ſan- 
guine are they in theſe purſuits, that they call 
thoſe ill-bred clowns, who, to ſtop their career, 
venture in pity to diſturb their reveries. Shall 


cople of this claſs, deceiving and being deceived, 


| thall they be indulged with decency and good be- 
haviour? and ſhall not they, who purſue in the 
church of the living God nobler objects, ſhall not 
they participate the ſame bleſſings? Communion 
with God, which is attended with profit, pleaſure, 
and honour, is the nobleſt purſuit, God forbid 
any ſhould interrupt ſo laudable an ambition 
Should a chriſtian ſtumble into a playhouſe, or 
wander to a race-· ground, ſhould he riotoully inter- 
rupt the companies, every tongue would exclaim, 
Is this your religion ! Yet what would be ſhocking 
at a play is good- breeding at church. 97 
Truth is in the church oppoſed to the ſehools of 
philoſophers, Were it the truth of an art, as of ar- 
cChitecture, painting, or ſtatuary; were it the truth 
ys a ſcience, as of aſtronomy ; you might go to the 
ps of mechanics, or to the public ſchools; and, 
d you find a man excelling in his profeſſion, 
reaſon would require, that reſpect ſhould be ſhewn 


him. Bur the truth in queſtion is the truth of God. 
What the philoſophers had of this in'the light of 
nature, they hn into a lie, and by revelation my 


never had it. Was Socrates to be reſpected at Athe 
for teaching a little natural religion ? how mu 
More reſpect js due to the ſervants of Chriſt teach- 


ing in the church the truths of revelation! The 


Church is the_ feat of religious truth; and al- 
though many fine things may be faid of Athens 
and Rome, yet In Judab wy: is God known; in 
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Judah therefore, the arrows, the bow, the Riad, the 
ſword and the battle ſhould be broken, and none of 
the men of might ſhould find their hands. How. pain- 
ful is.the remembrance of the reſpect ſhewn to other 
truth, while religious truth is deſpiſed ?. Glory 
over us, ye profeſſors of every ſcience! Ye allo, 


who teach the moſt trifling art! your lot ſeems 


preferable to the fate of thoſe, who preach Chriſt, 
the wiſdom, and the power of God. In quiet you 
teach your diſciples to fence, to dance, to draw 
O that we alſo might be ſuffered m quiet to poſſeſs 
our ſouls ! 


Again, the church is the ſeat of truth oppoſed. to 


the falſhood in ido!s temples. The church ſpeaks of 


myſteries: but they of impoſſibilities. God mani- 
feſt in the fleſh, juſtified in the ſpirit, ſeen of angels, 
preached unto the gentiles, believed on in the world, re- 
ceived up into glory. Great myſteries without con- 
troverly! but myſteries, however of godlineſs! and 
herein they differ from the myſteries of. an atheiſt, 
who has no religion; and from the myſteries of a 
deiſt, who has a falle one. Theſe, with all the pagan 
errors of old, are myſteries of iniquity; ſyſtems in- 
vented to ſerve ſin. When S. Paul went to Theſ- 
falonica, ſome infidels took unto them certain lewd 
fellows of the baſer ſort, gathered a company, and ſet 
all the city in an uproar, crying, Theſe, that have turned 

the world upſide down, are come hither alſo. Theſe 
ſay, there is one king Jeſus, But what ſaid the 
apoſtle? Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how bolily, 


and juſtly, and unblameably we behaved ourſeFoes among 


you. If he thought proper to behave unexception- 


ably to ſuch a generation of liars ; with how much 


reaſon might he ſay to Timothy, Behave well in the 
church of the living 0G, wah! bs the n and ground 
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© Finally, the church is the ſeat of truth in diſtines 


tion from the Moſaic economy, which was a general 
draught, a ſhadow of good things to come. The truth 

of prophecy, the truth of all the types and ſhadows 
is in the new-teſtament church. Chriſt is the prieſt 
whom Melchiſedec prefigured, the king whom that 
venerable perſonage repreſented; he is the end of the 
lato, the ſubſtance of all its ſhades; and you know 
how S. Paul treats this ſubject; If we fin wilfully 
after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there 


remaineth no more ſacrifice for fins. He, that deſpiſed 


Moſes's law, died without mercy under two or three 


witneſſes: of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, 
ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath troden under-foot 
the ſon of God, and done deſpite unto the ſpirit of grace? 
Thus, you ſee, every idea in the text confirms the 
exhortation; all ſay, Bebave well in the vouſe of God. 
Tuheſe are the juſt ſentiments, not of the meeting- 
houſe only: but of all denominations of chriſtians; 
and ſhould any one of our people violate theſe ſacred 
rights of ſociety, we would aſſemble the body, ex- 
ecrate his conduct, and cope him from our com- 
munity. 

Let us conclude by remarking the evils, that are 
1 by ill- behaviour in the church of God. 

ho knows but à plain unvarniſhed tale may place 


this article in a proper light? Forgive me, if it 


ſhould be long, perhaps I may have a right for 


once to try the patience of thoſe, who often exerciſe : 


mine. 
When I was firſt called to the paſtoral office by 
this congregation, about fourteen years ago, I had 
an opportunity of inſpecting the papers belonging 
to the ſociety, among which was the covenant or 
agreement ſigned by all the members, before they 
\wete admitted to the Lord's: ſupper, as the rule of 
their actions. * Was the more curious to nr” 
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this, as it deſcribed the manners of the old diſſen- 


ters in Cambridge from their firſt toleration, and 


had been their rule of life for more than half a 
century, To my great ſurpriſe I found one article 


forbad their entering on any account whatever in- 
to the eſtabliſhed places of worſhip. Another pro- 
hibited their accompanying with people of that 
community. A third ſtriftly enjoined them not to 
intermarry with any of the members of that church, 
The penalty for a breach of thee articles was excom- 
munication. I was ſurpriſed, that a people, who 


were neither required to abjure in form, Atheiſm, 


Deiſm, Judaiſm, nor Popery, ſhould yet be required 
formally. to abjure the eſtabliſhed church. The 
church of England only was the object of their-in- 
veteracy. My aſtoniſhment encreaſed on finding 


that ſuch a covenant was drawn up by the famous 
Joſeph Huſſey, one of their former paſtors. He was 


a man of great learning and piety, a very popular 
preacher, and deſervedly reſpected by all the diſſen- 
ters in the county. Indeed, his ideas of learning and 
piety were ſo refined, that he was very ſuſceptible of 
an affront from people profeſſingeither to be knowing 
or good. For my part, having been educated in the 


eſtabliſhed church, having conſcientiouſly diſſented 
from it, and having ſuffered on account of my 
diſſent, 1 had been naturally led to examine, and 


to abhor intolerant principles, and my notions of 
church-diſcipline were very remote from theſe arti- 
cles; however, great reſpect was due to Mr, Huſſey's 


judgment, and, I thought, it might edify me to en- 


quire the cauſe of ſo extraordinary a conduct to the 
eſtabliſhed. church. An opportunity ſoon offered, 

The congregation invited me again to take the paſto- 
ral office. I thanked them for their generous confi- 


dence in a perſon ſo young: but begged leave to 


refuſe the paſtorſhip. They urged me to give a 
et hh Teaſon 


Cf 
reaſon for my refuſal; which I did by affuring them, 
that I could not in conſcience agree to their diſ- 
cipline, which I thought by far too rigorous, 
None of the old men attempted to plead for the 
old diſcipline ; they all agreed, however, in declar= 
ing that 1t was highly proper, when it was firſt efta- 
bliſhed; and aſſigned the ill. behaviour of the gowns- 
men at Meeting as à reaſon. Jews and Papiſts 
never entered their aſſemblies, they had a good 
opinion of them: but the gown came frequent- 
ly, and always diſturbed their worſhip; they 
thought them therefore the profaneſt of mankind; 
and that the moſt antichriſtian church, which 
nouriſhed ſuch members and miniſters in her 
boſom. I'll tell you, Gentlemen! how the gowns- 
men of that age behaved in the church of God. 

When a young gentleman came firſt to col- 
lege, finding no WF ment in books, manuſcripts, | 
experiments, or any of the riches of literature, he 


muſt be amuſed with the oddities of Cambridge, 


among which Old Huſley, the preſbyterian parſon, 
(as the cant of that day was. was always number- 


ed. Away a poſſe went to meeting, and in defiance 


of ſtatutes and proctors, they would publiſh all 
along the ſtreets, that they were going to have 
a little fun with the preacher. Arrived at the 
houſe, they would bang the doors, ſtalk up the 
ailes, fling themſelves on the ſides of the pews: 
juſt come from country ſchools, many of them 
from charity ſchools, they thought, to give them- 
ſelves airs were the marks of good-breeding. One, 
with a lack. luſtre eye, with a vacant countenance, 
and a hatmleſs heart; would toſs, and twirl, and 


play with his cap; and when tited with that 


amuſement - would- walk off. A ſecond with 2 


brazen brow and an iron finew, if the miniſter 
2 mentioned 


x 
{2 
2 £ 
* 
Lt 
4 
- FS. 
17 
1 
A 
# 
3 
- » 
ET 1 
4 
/ 
* 
1 
+ 
- * Fi 
89 
, Sh 
FT 
11 
141 
A? 
Sic] 
* o 
1. 
#, 1 
1 
t : 
4 : L 
. 
? 0 
* = 
FE + 
"0 
. „ 
* . 
7K * 
* 1 * , 
+ 
+ . 
© 
A. 
11 
29 
2 7 
2 3 
44 
"1 
T3: 
1 '" 
by TY 
TR 
1 * 
— 5 of + 
£14. 
FP I 
i 
7 
* 
= | 
o * 
7 
be 1 
N 
12.8 
9 
5 if 
. il 
q 1 «4 
— [1 
1 200 
29 o i$ 
mW; 
Z 
4 1 
. 
4 
MH 
N 
2. / 
» 4 
15 
9 
. 
at 
84 
1. 
14 
0 
8, 
q { 
1 
HART! 
4 9 
Y it 
$3 
y } ; 
2 o 
? > 
L . 
[9:0 
: * 
i 


- : 
— — — 
” 
— ² w — s -" d 


21 . — 
n 4a. 169 
—— tr gr OOO CAA — hu 


— ere tr eta _— —H— — aa 


686 ) 


mentioned a word, which was not in his ſchool- 


dictionary, would fwear, he never had heard ſuch 
a word in his life. A third, who thought he 
muſt act ſome part, would laugh, and, for want 
of diſcernment to know when, would often laugh 


when he ought to have bluſhed. A fourth, with 


eyes full of adultery (1 uſe S. Peter's language.) 


would ſtand on tiptoe, ſtare at all the ladies in 


the meeting, and fometimes, O loſt to all de- 


cency! would peep under the women's hats. Do 


you wonder, my brethren! that there have been 
inſtances of the good womens loſing all chriſtian 
patience, and, before the whole aſſembly, ſlapping 
their faces? Ought that young gentleman to com- 
plain, who one - miſtaking an old for a young 
woman, was knocked down by the old lady for 
his impertinence ? Thefe were the glorious criteria 
of academic politeneſs at that time of day. Whe- 
ther the modern practice of hunting for the 
preacher, as aſtronomers hunt for Jupiter's moons, 
with magnifying glaſſes, were then in uſe, I can- 
not tel}, If it were, I ſhould think, nothing could 


Juſtify it; for if ſtudents eyes be worn down with 


hard night-reading, and writing, they ſhould re- 


member, that they come to divine worſhip. ra- 


s 


ther to hear than to ſee; beſide, If ſpectatum ve- 


niunt be allowed, ſpeFentur ut ip ought not to 


be refuſed, and would not that have been, think 


ye, a very edifying ſight? Some hundreds of 


people worſhipping God by ſpying one another's 


teatures through glaſſes, the preacher in his turn 
Paß them all! But to return. 


W hen Phad heard all this, I own, I was ſtruck : 
but having, I know not what, partiality for the 


gown, I tried to excuſe what I could not in my 


1 Vt conſcience 
They come to ſee. + They come to be ſeen. 


6 
conſcience approve. 1 urged their youth, That, 
ſaid the good old men, is no excuſe ; on the con- 
trary, it aggravates their crime! The virtue of youth _ 
is modeſty, and when a young man has loſt his 
modeſty, poſſeſs what he will, he is an obje& of 
horror. I pleaded their Birth: but that would not 
do. For, ſaid my opponents, if they be gentle- 
men's ſons, they fin againſt their own knowledge; 
and if they be poor lads, they fin againſt humility. 
Does it become poor lads, ſaid they, to diſguiſe 
themſelves in a gown, and inſult us, *vho would 
have diſdained to have ſet their fathers with the dog 
of our flocks? Such as they, ſaid one, | 

Forget the dunghills where they grew, 
And think themſelves the Lord knows who. 


I ſaid, they were members of a famous univerſity. 
They replied, that therefore they ſhould be con- 
cerned for the honour of that reverend body ; that 
this was the way to diſgrace the whole univerſity ; 
that the worſt part of the worſt man's character 
was, he ate of my bread, and he lift up his heel againſt 
me. I added, that as Mr. Huſſey preached often, 
preached to a plain people, and for their ſakes 
pee a popular familiar dialect before a ſcho- 
aſtic accuracy, or before an elegant delicacy of 
ſtyle, perhaps he not only thought with Quintilian 
that perſpicuity was the firſt, but the only virtue 
of a public ſpeech, and, intent on anſwering the 
great end of his miniſtry, the ſalvation of his peo- 
ple's ſouls, he might ſometimes offend againſt the 
laws of ſpeech. They anſwered, it was not likely that 
a man of learning ſhould do ſo; that if he did, it 
would be eaſy, though not generous, to ſay to an 
undergraduate-cenſor, Phy/ictan, heal thyſelf ; that 
every man of ſenſe would attend to a public 
ſpeaker's deſign more than to his addreſs in deliver- 
D 2 Res ang 
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ing himſelf, At length, I had exhauſted my pleas, . 
and, as I could not excuſe, I was forced to con- 
tent myſelf with pitying and bluſhing for young 
men, whom, with all their faults, I ſincerely loved. 1 
Nothing of this, however, was urged for the 
continuance of the old rigid diſcipline, and I took 
the paſtoral office only on condition of their abro- 
gating laws, the manifeſt tendency of which was 
the maintenance of party- prejudices, the murder of 
chriſtian love. „ 
You will perhaps aſk me, What effects follow- 
ed? I will tell you. The living God, the guardian 
of his own goſpel, always ready to ſuccour the 
well-meant though weak efforts of all, who en- 
deavour to extend his empire of love, this God 
mercifully overruled providences to anſwer our 
wiſhes, and cauſed the relief to proceed from the «+ 
very men, whoſe order had caufed the ſcandal, 
Aware of the prejudices of the good people of the 
congregation, Tendeavoured toconceal my acquaint- 
ance with ſome pious gownſmen then in college; 
however, it came out, and, as I feared, offended 
ſeveral worthy people, who even ſuſpected my or- 
thodoxy, ahd queſtioned me about it. I made the 
beſt apology, that I could, for my intimacy with 
theſe good men. I ſaid nothing of their families; 
for my diſſenting brethren had no idea of a gentle- 
man without virtue. I ſaid nothing of their learn- 
ing; for they did not care for all their Latin and 
Greek unleſs ſubſervient to piety. I endeavoured 
to prove them GO MEN. How! ſaid they, can 
any good come out of Nazareth? Should any lay fo 
now, I would anſwer, Come and ſee, In ſhort, theſe 
gentlemen, with their modeſt deportment at Meet- 
ing, with their friendly and edifying viſits among the 
people, with abſtaining from all, that could give 
1 pots Hae 0 > ee 
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offencetoany, withprattiſivg the virtues that approve 
men the ſervants of God, effectually deſtroyed party- 
zeal; and now, bleſſed be God, churchmen are ſeen 

3 frequently at Meeting, diſſenters occaſionally at 
| Church; and people begin to act as if they thought 
the religion of chriſtians a religion of -love. In 
thoſe days of yore, how often have diſſenting mi- 
= niſters in Cambridge bewailed this thorn in their 
8 neſt! how often have they envied their brethren, 
3 whole lots were caſt in the leaſt civilized parts of 
his Majeſty's dominions! Happy you, ſaid they, 
who in ſea-· port towns preach to a rough ſhip's , 
crew! happy you, who preach to plow-men and 
vine-dreſſers | you enjoy the toleration allowed to 
proteſtant diſſenters in the fulleſt ſenſe.” You ' aſk, - 
Where is THE PLACE OF WISDOM? The gold and the 
- cryſtal cannot equal it: for the price of wiſdom is above 
_ rubies! For our parts, we anſwer, The fear of the 
Lerd that is wiſdem, and to depart from evil is under- 
Standing, How often did theſe good men, when 
preaching in country-towns; remember the ſayin; 
of a certain nobleman, who, when he ſaw the kind 
actions of the beaſts in- the Tower to each other, 
exclaimed, We have been miſtaking, theſe are the 
rationals, and we are the brutes! 

To come into our places of worſhip now, after 
ſuch ſcenes as theſe, is like coming home after a 
long rough voyage. Indeed ſome imperfections 
attend us ſtill, Still there is, as there always will 
be, an Iſhmael in Abraham's family. Notwith- 
ſtanding all the juſt and generous efforts of the 
heads of houſes; notwithſtanding the frequent at- 
tendance of proctors; notwithſtanding the example 
of hundreds of well. behaved gownſmen ; there will 

be now and then an aukward, an ignorant, or an 
intoxicated lad, whoſe ny: and brutality will be 
” inſenſible 
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inſenſible to all. Such a perſon appears among 


you, gentlemen! as Satan preſented himſelf among 


the ſons of God: but, as a proof of the extreme 
folly of ſuch a lad, to what a diſadvantage does he 
appear in your company in the houſe of God? 


Contraſted with you, who behave well, he produces 
the ſame effect on ſpectators, as an ill- drawn daub- 


ing hung by the ſide of a finely-finiſhed picture 
would produce; the beauty of the one aggravates 
the horror of the other. With the greateſt diſguſt 
all behold, the more delicate ſex eſpecially behold 


the frightful creature, and every tongue proclaims 


his enormous praiſe. All think him too bad for 
reaſon, and puniſh him with the ſevereſt ridicule, 
and, ſnould that queſtion, ſometimes put up in the 
ſchools, be ever put up in a circle of ladies, Detur 
vacuum? they would be provoked to anſwer 


Detur. T It is in the brain of him, who behaves 
ill at divine worſhip. | 


Let us neither diſſemble, nor be ungrateful. 
We derive an advantage from even ſuch as theſc 
an advantage great enough to induce us to wave 


every power, which college. rules, univerſity- ſtatu tes, 


and the laws of the land give us over ſuch culprits. 
It is never neceſſary for diſſenting miniſters in this 


-town to teach their people reaſons of diſſent. Wh 
ſhould you puzzle yourſelves, my brethren! wit! 
reading or hearing long diſſertations on church diſ- 


cipline? Why compare the eſtabliſhed hierarchy 
with the apoſtolic ſimplicity? Why trace this ſub- 


ject through the writings of your Owens, and 


.Goodwins, and Wattss, and Doddridges ? Behold 
a more popular way. Look at theſe members— 
members, yea miniſters of the eſtabliſhed church. 
Theſe are thy gods, O Iſrael! . . . Behold your rea- 
wk 1508 60 ſons 
ls there an empty place in nature? + There is. 
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ſons of diſſent held up in your places of worſhip 
to public view in characters of braſs! engraven 
with a pen of iron in the rock for ever! 

But I have done. Pardon the weakneſs of 
| ſpeaking about myſelf. Accept my thanks for 

indulging me with your attention fo long. Aſſure 

yourſelves, that my aim is to conciliate chriſtians - 
to each other; and the means propoſed to you in 
order to enable you to obtain this end, are gen- 
tleneſs, goodneſs, faith, Ah! why is not every par- 
ty amongſt us, why are we, not all, building in 
God's temple as the Jews of old in Solomon's, 

where neither hammer, nor ax, nor any noiſe was 
heard in the building? If this be not worth ſaying 
and doing any thing to obtain, I know not what 
is; and, if any be inſenſible to this, I leave him 
to the laws of his country, the reproaches of his 
companions, the regret of his conſcience, and the 
mercy of God. ; PO 
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